[bookmark: _GoBack]KEY TO LAND COVER TYPES

The LandCover module of the LandPKS app currently facilitates the recording of the following land cover classes.
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These land cover classes are defined as follows
· Bare ground: Bare ground is ground (soil) that has no dead or live plant material, lichen, or other biological crusts, or rocks on or above it.
· Tree: Trees are woody plants of species that can grow tall (usually the largest individuals are more than 2 m tall). Use local knowledge to help differentiate between trees and shrubs. Seedlings of tree species should be called ‘trees,’ not ‘shrubs.’
· Shrub: Shrubs are woody plants of species that never grow tall (usually the largest individuals are less than 2 m tall). Use local knowledge to help differentiate between trees and shrubs.
· Sub-shrub and perennial forbs: Sub-shrubs are woody plants of species that are usually under 0.5 m and never exceed 1 m at maturity. Use local knowledge to help differentiate between shrubs and sub-shrubs. Perennial forbs are non-woody flowering plants that live for many years and are not grasses.
· Plant base: A plant base is the part of the plant (grass, herb, shrub, or tree) that is rooted to the ground – the stem or trunk.
· Perennial grass: Perennial grasses are plants with blade-like leaves that have their main growing point at ground level and live for many years. Since perennial plants are present even during the dry season, they are generally good indicators of the land’s ability to provide useful services (such as providing forage or controlling erosion).
· Annual plant: Plants that live only for one year. Since annual plants only come up after the rains, they are generally not reliable indicators of the land’s ability to provide useful services (such as providing forage or controlling erosion).
· Herbaceous litter: Herbaceous litter is dead plant material that is not attached to the plant anymore and includes dead grasses, forbs, leaves, and any other herbaceous dead plant material.
· Woody litter: Woody litter is dead plant material that is not attached to the plant anymore and includes fallen bark, twigs, branches, and any other herbaceous dead plant material.
· Rock fragment: A rock fragment is any piece of rock or small stone that is more than 5 mm in diameter.
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